
Minibeast Key 
 

Scientists use keys to identify plants and animals.  A key is a series of questions, each with two possible 

answers.  The answers lead you to the next question to help you identify an unknown creature.   

 
You can be a scientist too and give this a try …… 

 
- Take one creature at a time. 

- Start at the top and go down through the questions for that creature only. 

- Follow the answers.  They lead you to the next question to help identify the creature. 

 

         

 
 

         
     No 

 

 

    Has it got a shell? 

 

 Yes    No 

 

 

Snail          Worm     Slug 

Yes 
 

Has it got 6 legs? 

 

Yes        No 

 

Has it got hard wing cases?    Has it got 8 legs? 

 

Yes  No      Yes   

No, it has more than 8 legs 

Beetle Fly    Wasp     Spider Harvestman     

 

             

 

       Bee   Butterfly    Ant    Millipede  Centipede     Wood  

     Louse 

Does the minibeast have legs? 

- Can you look up a picture of each minibeast you find to help identify it?   

- What do you call a wood louse?  People call them slaters, chuggypigs and carpetmonsters.  Can you find any other 

names for them? 
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